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DIRECTORATE OF RESEARCH, INNOVATION AND CONSULTANCY
INTERVIEW GUIDE FOR PRE-SERVICE TEACHERS ON SUPPORTED TEACHING IN SCHOOLS (STS)
TUTORS (SUPERVISORS) IN COLLEGES OF EDUCATION 
(FOUNDATIONAL LITERACY)

This study seeks responses on the perceptions and experiences of Supported Teaching in Schools (STS) practicum of pre-service teachers about their professional development towards teaching as well as motivation and readiness for professional teaching. Specifically, the responses that are being elicited border on STS practicum in relation to foundational literacy.  STS mentorship, development of skills and competencies, National Teachers’ Standards (NTS) understanding, NTS adherence, impact of STS on motivation towards professional teaching, and professional readiness to teach. We request your candid responses as the findings from this study will inform policy and practice of teacher professional education and development in Colleges of Education in Ghana. You are assured that your responses will be used for the intended purpose and nothing else. To keep your responses anonymous, do not mention your name throughout the interview. Counting on your cooperation. 
Section A: Introduction (Starting recording) 
i. Interviewer’s ID: 
ii. Participant’s ID: 
iii. Name of College of Education:
iv. Location of College of Education:
v. Participants’ Sex:
Begin the interview process
Please could you briefly tell me about yourself (Please do not mention your name)?
(Probe in terms of the following)
Years as a Tutor in the College of Education:
Years as STS Supervisor (Tutor):
Section B: Main Interview Questions
1. What do you do in training your pre-service teachers to acquire practical teaching skills? Probe
a. Ask about specific practical training in FLN. 
(Note: If STS is not mentioned, ask about their views on the STS) 
b. What is unique about the STS?
c. How different is the STS from the old off-campus teaching practice?
d. In addition to what you have said, is there any other way you prepare students for practical teaching? 
2. In what ways do you create a supportive learning environment in training pre-service teachers in your college?
3. Could you please tell me how you prepare your pre-service teacher to teach foundational literacy during the STS? Probe:
a. Any needs assessment?
4. How do you model effective classroom management techniques to prepare pre-service teachers in teaching foundational literacy?
5. In what ways do you encourage pre-service teachers who teach foundational literacy to reflect on their own learning and teaching practices?
6. What challenges do you face in preparing pre-service teachers to teach foundational literacy? 
7.	What feedback do you get concerning the teaching of foundational literacy during the STS? (Probe the form e.g. oral or written)
			Probe source of the feedback:
a. From the practising schools (mentors and lead mentors)
b. Pre-service teachers

8. If feedback is received ask: what they do with the feedback they get on the teaching of foundational literacy during STS? 

9. What resources (TLRs) are available in your college for pre-service teacher training in foundational literacy? Probe: 
a. If adequate
b. Resources that are not available 
c. Reasons for inadequacy or nonavailability

10	What approaches do you use to teach pre-service teachers about phonemic awareness, phonics, and fluency?
11.	How do you prepare your pre-service teachers to support struggling readers?
12.	How do you prepare your pre-service teachers create a positive reading culture in the classroom?
13. How do you prepare your pre-service teachers understand and promote the connection between reading and writing in foundational literacy classroom?
14. In what ways has STS impacted pre-service teachers’ preparedness to teach foundational literacy? Probe impact on:
c. Adherence to NTS
d. Readiness to teach
e. Motivation to teach

(Now shift to NTS)
15. What is your perspective on the NTS in terms of training pre-service teachers to teach foundational literacy?
16. How do you teach pre-service teachers to plan foundational literacy lessons that align with the NTS?
17. How do you prepare your pre-service teachers to develop the skill of creating an inclusive and learner friendly environment in the classroom?

(Shift to impact of tutoring on pre-service teachers)

18. From your perspective, how well equipped are pre-service teachers in terms of skills for developing their own TLRs for foundational literacy?

19.  In relation to your training of pre-service teachers in foundational literacy, which areas in the STS need improvement? (Probe: 
(i) for reasons 
(ii) what is being done to improve the areas you mentioned?
(iii) what else can be done (by tutors, college, university of affiliation, government, GES, the Ministry of Education, and other stakeholders) to improve the areas you mentioned? 
20. Overall, would you say that the goals of the STS are being met in terms of preparing pre-service teachers in FLN?
(Probe: If goals are not being met, what should be done to ensure that the goals of the STS are met?)
21. Is there anything else you would like to say about the STS and how it prepares pre-service teachers for teaching in general?
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